Samantha Varano

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Lesson 2
U.S. Perspective of Pearl Harbor
Grade Level: 4th
Lesson Overview and Rationale: 
	This lesson describes the U.S. perspective of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  This is the viewpoint that most U.S. textbooks focus on when it comes to describing this historical event.  This lesson will provide students with the basic understanding of the events that took place at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  They will also get first hand sources from survivors and American witnesses who were there that day.  In this lesson, students will create a newspaper reporting the events that happened that day.  We will look at journal entries, personal accounts, and interviews of people who experienced this event first hand.  Along with this, we will study and look at different political cartoons created by Dr. Seuss.  We will watch a variety of videos clips that were captured from the event so that the students can get an accurate account of what happened.  We will read the book, Pearl Harbor Child: A Child's Eyewitness View - From Attack To Peace by: Dorinda Makanaonalani Nicholson and discuss the important aspects and feelings the author went through at the time.  At the end of this lesson, each student will create a one-page newspaper providing the reader with an accurate depiction of the event and first hand experiences of people who were in the area.   Students will also get to draw a political cartoon of the event to include in their paper.
	This activity is important because it allows for the students to study and experience the event from the U.S. point of view.  This was a very important turning point in our history and was the event that started World War II.  Discussion of the U.S. perspective allows for students to understand what Americans were going through and feeling at the time.  I hope that the students will begin to comprehend with how major this event was and gain a deeper understanding of what people at the time were feeling and how this event effected their lives.  
       
Philosophy:
	I believe that this activity uses arts integration because it allows the students to be creative when reflecting on what they have learned about the event.  They have the freedom to create their own newspaper and also draw a political cartoon to use within the paper. They are informing the readers of the event that occurred by creating articles to use in their newspapers.  It also allows them to use an integration technique where the students and readers get a chance to experience the event from another point of view.  In the article “10 Lessons the Arts Teach” by Elliot Eisner, he says, “The arts celebrate multiple PERSPECTIVES. One of their large lessons is that there are many ways to SEE and INTERPRET the world.” This lesson allows for both the students and the potential readers to experience the event through the eyes of witnesses.  He also says, “The ARTS ENABLE us to have EXPERIENCE we can have from no other source and through such experience to DISCOVER the range and variety of what we are capable of FEELING.”  This is also true for the lesson as it evokes feelings from the students while they study the emotions that were running through a nation during this tragic time.  Together, these aspects are incorporated throughout not only this lesson but also this entire unit as the students use what they have learned to create different art pieces from that time.   
 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will be able to:
· Identify the events that occurred at Pearl Harbor by writing an article summarizing the bombings.
· Understand the viewpoint of the U.S. during Pearl Harbor by writing an article from the perspective of a witness.
· Recognize the use of political cartoons by studying Dr. Seuss’ cartoons and creating their own. 
· Identify with characters in the book, Pearl Harbor Child: A Child's Eyewitness View - From Attack To Peace by answering discussion questions. 
· Identify with witnesses of the attack by studying letters, personal accounts/excerpts, and listening of voice interviews from people who were there.
· Exhibit knowledge of the format of a newspaper by creating their own using the information they have learned about the events of Pearl Harbor.


Preparation:
· History and Geography: U.S. History textbook by: Alpha & Omega Publishing, Teresa Baskey
· Pearl Harbor Child: A Child's Eyewitness View - From Attack To Peace by: Dorinda Makanaonalani Nicholson
· Videos: *Optional
· 	Attack on Pearl Harbor: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3e99lfmmDN0
· 	Attack on Pearl Harbor: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqNY88Amuzw
· 	Roosevelt’s Speech: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lK8gYGg0dkE
· 	Witness Interviews: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tQwdY71pLw
· 	Survivors Presentation at School: 	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gO85NA_52po
· Websites: *Optional
· 	http://havefunwithhistory.com/movies/pearl1.html
· 	http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=23682&CategoryID=1883
· 	http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/pearlharbor.htm
· 	http://soundportraits.org/on-air/the_day_after_pearl_harbor/
· Online Simulation/ Map of Attack: *Optional http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/multimedia/interactive/pearl-harbor/?ar_a=1
· Newspapers (to provide example for activity)
· Examples of Political Cartoons:
· 	http://addisonfifthgrade.blogspot.com/p/social-studies.html (scroll down to 	cartoons)
· Dr. Seuss Cartoons: http://www.paperlessarchives.com/wwii_dr_seuss_cartoons.html
· Letters/Diary Excerpts:
· 	http://www.pbs.org/perilousfight/battlefield/pearl_harbor/letters/
· 	https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/swf/battlelines/chapter4/Czak	o.pdf
· 	http://www.navyhistory.org/2011/11/slade-cutter-a-letter-home-from-pearl-	harbor/
· 	http://sbcplodder.blogspot.com/2011/12/date-which-will-live-in-infamy.html
· Art Supplies: computer paper, construction paper, colored pencils, markers, glue, scissors
· Computer

Instruction:
	After the introduction and first lesson, we would begin really analyzing the details from the event.  This second lesson would be based solely off of information gathered from both the textbook and online sources.  Since many texts used in schools provide a US perspective, we will begin by looking at this event from this standpoint.  First, we will begin by watching a variety of videos and documentaries that provide real footage of the event.  I will provide handouts of notes so that they have all of the necessary facts of the events (not included).  We will briefly discuss the student’s thoughts and feelings about what they have saw as a way to move into the first activity.
[image: :::::Desktop:120.jpg]	Next, I will read the book, Pearl Harbor Child: A Child's Eyewitness View - From Attack To Peace by: Dorinda Makanaonalani Nicholson to the class.  After reading the story, students will be asked to complete several discussion questions related to the book.  
These include:
What are some events the author remembers about that day?
How did she feel?
Describe how you would feel if you were there that day?
	After discussing the major events and feelings evoked from this book, I will show students a variety of interviews of witnesses and survivors from that day.  We will also look at a variety of letters and diary excerpts of people who experienced Pearl Harbor.  This will allow the students to get a better sense of the effects this attack had on many across the nation.  In groups they will study different artifacts and discuss what they have learned with their classmates.    
[image: :::::Desktop:seuss_war1.jpg]	Next, I will do a mini-lesson on the use of political cartoons and their purpose and effect on others.  I will explain to students how these cartoons usually have to do with current events that are happening in society.  They are often funny and bias toward certain people or events.  The author uses them to get a comical point across and they are also often entertaining for the viewer.  We will then study and discuss a variety of different political cartoons so that they students become familiar with what they are.  After that, we will focus more closely on specific cartoons that portray Pearl Harbor.  We will look at the variety of cartoons by Dr. Seuss and have then discuss what they think are going on in the images.  We will also study his style and use of images and text and how they work together to get the point across in the cartoon.  
	After the students become familiar with these cartoons, I will introduce the main project involved with this lesson.  With this, the students will create a newspaper about the event and include at least one political cartoon.  The students will make their own newspaper reporting the events of Pearl Harbor from the US perspective.  Before the students begin working, we will do a mini-lesson on the format and parts of a newspaper.  I will bring in a variety of different newspapers so that the students can become familiar with the layout.  Students will be sure that they include a title of the newspaper, including a heading, page numbers, the title or headline for each article, a caption, and an optional picture when completing their own papers.  In the paper, the students are required to come up with at least two short articles and a political cartoon.  One article should provide a brief report of the event and what happened on December 7th and the other should provide a sense of interview from an eye-witness of the event.  This article should provide dialogue (learned in previous classes) and personal emotions to how someone felt that day.  It should describe their viewpoint of the event and should be somewhat personal.  Lastly, the students will be required to draw some sort of cartoon about the event.  They will base these cartoons off of the ones we studied in class by drawing familiar objects and characters and using as little text as possible.  The students will then type out these articles and create a newspaper using the appropriate format.  They have the option of creating the newspaper using a template online or gluing the pieces together to create the paper.  When completed, the students will have the opportunity to share and read one another’s papers.   

Assessment:
I will assess the students’ understanding by collecting and grading their newspapers.  Students will need to be able to exhibit their comprehension by providing a variety of facts within the first article and also by describing the second article with emotions from the point of view of a survivor.  They also need to exhibit different characteristics of a political cartoon in their drawing and it needs to make sense.  With this, the students have a lot of freedom with how they want to design their newspaper and what they would like to talk about.  This allows for the students to be creative and show me what they have learned in this lesson.  As long as they provide this information within their newspaper, then I know that they understand the material.  

Standards Addressed:

5.3.4.D: Identify positions of authority at the local and state, and national level.

5.3.4.F: Explain how different perspectives can lead to conflict.

8.2.4.B: Locate historical documents, artifacts, and places critical to Pennsylvania history.

8.2.4.D: Distinguish between conflict and cooperation among groups and organization that impacted the history and development of Pennsylvania.

8.4.4.D: Distinguish between conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations that impacted development of the history of the world.
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A Child's View of Pearl Harbor —
from Attack to Peace

by Dorinda Makanagnalani Nicholson
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