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AED 303
Considering Multiple Perspectives:
A Visual Art and Social Studies Integrated Unit

Assignment: Work in groups of 4 or 5 to develop a unit plan which teaches the assigned social studies topic in a way that provides perspectives often neglected in traditional textbooks.  Visual art must be central to the unit plan.

1) Begin with one of the following topics:
· Rethinking Columbus
· Westward Expansion: Lewis & Clark, American Indian Removal , and the Trail of Tears
· Slavery and The Underground Railroad
· The Great Migration and Harlem Renaissance
· Pearl Harbor and Japanese Internment
· The Vietnam War

2) Research the topic:
a. Begin by looking at Pinterest with a critical eye
· Look at boards created by previous students. What do these pins tell you about the way this topic is currently being taught or understood?
· Look up pins related to your topic and see what you find.  What do these pins tell you about the way this topic is currently being taught or understood?
b. Next, research the topic more fully and see what you can find that adds to, contradicts, or surprises you about what you do or do not know. (I have some resources for you)
c. Find artists whose work deals with your topic.
· Rethinking Columbus : Jaune Quick-to-see-Smith
· Westward Expansion: Jaune Quick-to-see-Smith, David Avalos, Edward Curtis
· Slavery and The Underground Railroad: Kara Walker, Faith Ringgold, Stephen Marc, Michael Ray Charles
· The Great Migration and Harlem Renaissance: Jacob Lawrence, Aaron Douglas, Palmer Hayden, James Van der Zee, and more
· The Vietnam War: Martha Rosler, An-My Le, Maya Lin
d. Find children’s books about your topic: Do they support or challenge the traditional ways your topic is taught/understood?
e. Find primary sources related to your topic.  Do they support or challenge the traditional ways your topic is taught/understood?
f. Find visual culture images related to your topic. Do the images support or challenge the traditional ways your topic is taught/understood?


3) As a group decide on the main emphasis of a unit plan (Big Idea) about this topic and complete the concept map (included in this packet) which lays out the basics of four lessons (five if you have five group members) that would be taught as part of the unit plan.
Consider these questions as a guide for planning your unit:
· What do we want to help students understand about this topic?
· What artwork, children’s books, primary sources, or visual culture might we use in order to help provide new knowledge or a new perspective about this topic?  
· In what ways can we make this topic relevant to students?  
· How might literacy be encouraged through this unit? (What is literacy?)
a. As a group, write a rationale and overview for the unit plan as a whole (see concept map).  
b. Articulate the basics of each lesson so that within the unit your group has included: 
· At least one art-making activity
· the work of at least one relevant artist and a discussion of the work
· At least two of the following: children’s book, primary sources, relevant visual culture
· Some type of assessment, likely in the last lesson of the unit
4) Each group member will fully design one of the lesson plans for the unit.
· Structure the lesson plan using the template provided on Angel
· For excellent examples see: http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/lessons.aspx?facet:ArtsSubjectName=Visual+Arts&facet:OtherSubjectName=Social+Studies&q#results 

5) Each group will create an iMovie trailer (preview) for their Unit Plan
· For instructions see: http://www.macworld.com/article/2069025/how-to-create-imovie-10-trailers.html 
· Create an iMovie trailer (preview) for your Unit Plan that you could show to students to get them interested in the unit
· The trailer should pique the viewer’s interest about alternative perspectives on your topic 
· The Big Idea of your Unit Plan should form the foundation for the message of the trailer
6) Each group member should create a page on their e-portfolio for their portion of the Unit Plan.
The e-portfolio page should include:
· A description of the assignment
· Your group’s iMovie trailer
· The Unit Plan Rationale
· The Unit Plan Overview
· Your fully developed lesson plan with all images, worksheets, resource links, etc. essential to the lesson
· Links to the lesson plans of the other groups members
· A creative and interesting page design


7) On the presentation days, each group will have 30-35 minutes to:
a. Show their trailer.
b. Provide a brief overview of the unit plan lessons (this can be done by showing e-portfolio lesson pages).  
c. Choose one of their lessons (or part of a lesson) to do with the class.  

Valuable Websites:
J.Paul Getty Museum
Education/Classroom Resources
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/index.html

Kennedy Center ARTSEDGE
Lesson Finder (Choose visual art and social studies as subjects)
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/lessons.aspx?facet:ArtsSubjectName=Visual+Arts&facet:OtherSubjectName=Social+Studies&q#results

The Dinner Party Curriculum Project
Go to:  Building on the Dinner Party towards the bottom of the page.  I've included these documents an Angel as well.  This section includes 4 documents (an introduction and 3 units that are part of one curriculum).  These are great examples of unit plans each related to a Big Idea.
http://judychicago.arted.psu.edu/dpcp/encounters.php



Group Grade
	Unit Plan 
	
	Score

	Rationale  and Overview– clear and effective content; writing is free of  spelling/grammatical errors
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	

	Overall Quality of Unit Plan content (Does the unit provide an often underrepresented perspective? Is the unit well researched and planned? Does the unit fulfill the requirements?)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	x2
	

	Overall Creativity of Unit Plan content (Were various resources and activities used in order to teach the unit in an effective and creative manner? Would this unit be exciting and meaningful for students?)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	x2
	

	iMovie Trailer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fulfills all requirements (as listed on assignment sheet)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	

	Quality – fluid iMovie design, quality images, important and relevant information that shows quality research
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	X2
	

	Creativity- does the trailer pique interest in the topic? Were design and content choices creative?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	X2
	

	
	Total out of 100
	



Individual Grade
	Lesson Plan
	
	Score

	Fulfills all requirements (as listed on assignment sheet)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	

	 Writing is clear and free of grammatical and spelling errors.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	

	Quality of Historical content
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	x2
	

	Quality of resources (such as artworks, children’s book, primary sources, visual culture)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	x2
	

	Relevance of the lesson for students lives and/or contemporary society
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	

	E-Portfolio Page
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fulfills all requirements (as listed on assignment sheet)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	

	Overall page is well-organized and has all essential resources. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	

	Page design is creative and attractive.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	

	
	Total out of 100
	



Total =____/200 = ____%
